Dear Joe,

Your questions don’t bother me a bit.
As a matter of fact, I welcome them.
And I welcome you. I myself have put
the desire to search for truth in you.
Why? Because it will lead you to Me.!
I am the Truth.? When you search
for Truch, I'll be the only light at the
end of thar tunnel. And when you get
to the end of your search for Truth,
you'll find something you've been
wanting even more than truth—you’ll
find love. Real love.

The truch is that I am the love
you're seeking. I've watched you try
to find it in other people, in accom-
plishments, and in possessions, only
to be disappointed time after time.
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Northing about you is hidden from
me. I was right there as you were be-
ing formed in your mother’s womb.* I
said, “I've got such great plans for his
life.”* And I still do. I love you. I love
you. I love you.

The reason I mention my love for
you is that it is at the heart of the
answers you seek from me. You can’t
comprehend my actions because you
cannot comprehend my love. It’s be-
cause you are focusing on what is seen
with your eyes. What is seen is tempo-
rary, what is unseen is eternal.’

You ask me “Wasn’t living a better
option?” My answer is “Yes, of course
it was.” A bertter oprion for me, not
you. I had lots of options, you had



none. You were born into a dying
race, without hope or a future. The
reason? A deadly spiritual disease
that was inherited from your father
Adam. It’s called sin. Sin is the rea-
son for every war, sickness, hatred,
fear, murder and death. Sin is killing
every descendant of Adam, which
means every single human being.

No father wants to watch his
child die, and God is no exception.
But what to do? The payment for
sinning has been set by God Him-
self—che soul that sins will die. On
the other hand, it’s not God’s will
that anyone should perish.®

So God decided to send me, His
Only Son, as the way to replace ever-
lasting death with everlasting life.” I
became a sort of second Adam.® But
this time, the second Adam lived
a perfect sinless life. That’s good
news for me, but what about you,
Joe? What good did it do you that
I lived a perfect life? You still were
imperfect, and still required to pay
for your sinfulness with your own
eternal deach.

Since the only reason for death is
sin, and since I didn’t have any sin, I
wasn’t required to die. You however,
had no choice. Every day of your life
brings you closer to the end of it
I willingly chose death, bur it was
your death I was dying, not my own.
And the only explanation is love. I
love you too much to see you die
and be lost from me forever. Just as
the first Adam’s sin brought death
to his descendants—my sinless life
brings life to all who are born spiri-

tually through me.”

Burt here’s the really good news about
the story. It wasn’t just thac I died as your
substitute. Dying was just the means to
an end. The real point of dying, and the
answer to your “Why die?” question is
that since I died in your place, I was res-
urrected in your place too. Because I live,
you will live also."” My resurrection is
now your resurrection—if you want ic."
The truth is that dying did not mess up
my plan to save the earth, it was my plan
to save the earth.

And I, “the actual Son of the actual
God in Heaven” am going to make all
things new.”” My plan for your future
is to make you new, give you a new
life on a new earth that will never pass
away. A place where sin will never enter
and rears will not be known. This may
sound too good to be true, but it is. In
closing, I'm happy I gor to tell you that
I am the way for you to live forever. All
you have to do is ask your heavenly Fa-
ther to place your sin on my cross, and
He will. And when He does, you will be
just like a person who has never sinned.
It isn’t difficult to live forever, is it? So
here’s my question to you, Joe:

“Why die?”

Love, Jesus
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